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FROM ΤΗΕ EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


The Beauty of Finding Yourself 


bear_skn 
& harnaamkaur Kemside 


Have I mentioned before how what we see in media — on the screens, 
in the magazines, in images both moving and still — is representative of 
only about five percent of what our population actually looks like? That 
means that 95 percent of us don’t often see ourselves in what’s presented 
to our eyes. We're taller, shorter, bigger, slighter, with longer torsos, with 
longer legs, with shorter necks, with bigger feet, with chubbier cheeks. 
We're diverse. And we're suffering from our own erasure. 

'This does not mean that the five percent we see is bad. It does mean 
that they're not representative of us. If we can find ourselves in them, 
great. If we can't, what do we do? 

We need to look elsewhere. And I recommend Instagram. Instagram 
is an app that you can install on your smartphone or, if you don't have 
a smartphone, you can go to Instagram.com and join it via its website. 
What you have there is a collection of selftaken and self-published pho- 


(L-R): Harnaam Kaur: bearded 
dame, body confidence activist, 
@harnaamkaur; Bear Skn: 
comfortable underwear for 
brawny men (founded by former 
Minneapolites Bjorn Ryan-Gorman 
and his partner Jody Koenig), 
@bear_skn; Beth Ditto: “fat, 
lesbian feminist” with her own 
clothing line, @marybethditto; The 
Invisible Tomboy: promoting and 
encouraging the gentlewoman/mxn 
tomboy, @theinvisibletomboy. 


me" theinvisibletomboy 


tos of people. Selfies. Fashion shoots. Promotional photos for items of 
clothing we don’t often see in the five percent of the population’s images 
that surround us. It’s a grassroots way of finding ourselves as well as 
showing off who we are. Fighting our own erasure. I recommend join- 
ing it and then searching for people you want to surround yourself with; 
once I found people who look like me, my whole way of seeing changed. 
My Instagram feed became empowering. 

Need suggestions for who to follow? Here are a handful of options... 
and then have fun exploring the wide world of Instagram. Take pictures 
of yourself to add to the array of beauty out there. Show off your personal 
style. Be present and expand the five percent to become more like 10 
percent. To include you. Us. 

With you and with power, 

Andy ш 


For more information: 


intercontinental.com/stpaul 
sales@intercontinentalstp.com | ΝΤΕ RCONTI N E NTAL. 


651 605 0163 SAINT PAUL RIVERFRONT 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY Е.В. BOATNER 


Learning from Others 


Irecently spent 10 days in Amsterdam. Aside from the beauty of Am- 
sterdam, itself, a city of which I am very fond, I was struck by a couple 
of cultural differences. 

While Twin Citians are great cyclists, the Dutch carry it to a high art. 
Amsterdam, in particular, is heavily geared to bicycle traffic, both moms 
and dads toting offspring in ingenious ways. One dad steadied his six-year- 
old's bike with his right hand, while somehow steering his own and holding 
an infant in his left. Everyone sped along in a kaleidoscope of wardrobes 
from shorts, business suits, hijabs, and clerical garb, agile and helmet-less. 

Im studying Dutch, but I make no claims to speaking it beyond 
“Dank u”s and “Alstublieft’s, yet everyone (well, most everyone) was 
cordial and willing to help me out in English, from officials, as one would 
expect, to stock boys at the Jumbo supermarket to the young saleswom- 
an in the Lambiek comic book shop. 

Why have we here become so insular that it is unacceptable for a 
person to speak any language other than English? Why has it become 
grounds for assault and invective? Beyond the hundreds of indigenous 


tongues originally spoken on this continent, one might recall that Dutch 
was one of the earliest languages spoken here in a town still several 
centuries from becoming the Big Apple. French was long the diplomatic 
language, back when that old rake Ben Franklin used his language skills 
to make Parisian society ladies swoon. 

Ifound the twentysomething young man at the hotel desk spoke not 
only Dutch and a passable English, but Romanian, Italian, and a couple 
of other tongues. Not everyone speaks every second or third language 
fluently, but they can get by and interact with others from their own and 
foreign countries. 

As the world becomes more heavily populated and tightly knit 
through the interaction of global citizens, it is a step backward to pun- 
ish anyone here at home who chooses to speak a language other than 
English, or, to move into another problem area, who worship a religion 
other than evangelistic Christian, or who choose not to worship at all. 

While Amsterdam works to embrace all its citizens, it's not a time for 
us to become more cripplingly restrictive of our own. Β 
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ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Antigone. Photo by Craig Hostetler 


BLUEBEARD'S DOLLHOUSE 

Through Oct. 15 

James J. Hill House, 240 Summit Ave., St. Paul 
612-838-3006 
www.combustiblecompany.org 


The boundary-breaking Combustible Company theater 
troupe (Herocycle) returns to one of the world’s drama clas- 
sics. That most emblematic of feminist plays written by a man, 
Norwegian Henrik’s Ibsen’s A Doll’s House is the source of their 
latest adaptation. The iconic story of the disintegration of Nora 
and Torvald Helmer’s marriage plays on site at St. Paul’s James 
J. Hill House, a mansion which, like the play’s Scandinavian 
setting, evokes the constricted opulence of Victorian Era wealth. 
A few years back Lex-Ham Community Arts staged Eugene 
O'Neill's The First Man, evoking a similar effect. Combustible 
goes one stretch farther by staging their show throughout 
the mansion, promenade-style. 

Director and play adaptation writer Kym Longhi says, “Nora’s 
fight to become human is not only a woman’s struggle, but also a 
human struggle; the struggle to bring yourself fully into the 
world when social systems and labels keep telling you who you 
are. How can we have real intimacy with anyone if we hide behind 
a mask of femininity or masculinity created by others? By con- 
textualizing the emotional abuse in Ibsen’s play through the lens 
of Bluebeard’s compulsive violence, I hope to reveal the violence 
of gender stereotyping in intimate relationships. The murders 
that occur in Bluebeard’s Dollhouse are murders of the self, the 
deaths that are required of us when we conform to the dominant 
culture’s social dictums. How do we break the oppression of the 
sanctioned walls of the dollhouse? Perhaps we must venture 
into the forbidden room and risk encountering the unthinkable 
in ourselves. In the room of secrets, we are confronted with a 
critical choice: accept and reconcile our secrets to our daylight 
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lives, or cut ourselves off from vital 
parts of our psyche. I see Nora’s 
struggle to leave the dollhouse as a 
movement toward freedom within 
the self to bring about personal 
transformation and social change.” 


ANTIGONE 

Through Oct. 16 

Spring House Ministry 

610 W 28th St., Minneapolis 
800-838-3006 
www.theatrecoupdetat.com 


Barbecue. Photo by Rich Ryan 


Theatre Coup d’Etat contin- 
ues to be a significant destina- 
tion where young artists show 
they have something relevant to 
say through the form of major 
classic drama (Miss Julie, Hamlet, 
The Glass Menagerie, Equus). 
Director and play adaptation 
writer Meagan Kedrowski points 
out that the Antigone story im- 
mortalized in the Greek tragedy 
by Sophocles is a classic of good 
versus bad. However, she says, 
“Moving away from those clear 
black-and-white boundaries 
makes it more interesting to a 
modern audience. I wanted to dive 
deeper into the humanity of each 
character, especially Antigone, 
herself, as they struggle with 
asking the larger questions that 
the show presents: What is it to be 
a moral human being? What are 
you willing to die for? What does 
it mean to sell your soul to serve 
as a political leader versus holding 
on tight to, and fighting for, our 
personal beliefs? I chose this play 
because we find ourselves still in 
the position of facing the battle 
between having a broad sense of 
morality versus the entitlement of 
power. We are encouraging our 
audience to leave thinking about 
their own struggle with these 
questions.” 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 => 
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4 COURSE TASTING MENU 
DAILY FOR $25 PER PERSON 
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HAPPY HOUR 4:00-6:00PM 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 
Includes $2 Off Apps, $3 Off Pizzas, 
$2 Off Pints, $8 Specialty Cocktails, E Ж ss » 5: 

1/2 Price Wine Bottles -— $c 


HALF PRICE BOTTLES OF WINE 


ALL NIGHT SUNDAY AND MONDAY OCTOBER 18 = 23 
CATERING BY AL VENTO ORPHEUM THEATRE 


Have your next event at al Vento or bring In Person: State Theatre Box Office (no service fees) 
= to the Жз es next Event. By Phone: 800.982.2787 Groups 10+ Save! 612.373.5665 
or pricing or booking contact m ; 
Katie@alventorestaurant.com Online: HennepinTheatrelrustorg 2 ROUNDABOUT 50 
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SPOTLIGHT 


BARBECUE 

Through Oct. 16 

Mixed Blood Theatre, 1501 S 4th St., Minneapolis 
612-338-6131 

www.mixedblood.com 


John O’Hara’s satirical comedy has been said to make us pon- 
der if there is an African American equivalent of white so-called 
“trailer trash.” Crack, prescription drugs, and whiskey swirl 
about a family barbecue that actually disguises an intervention 
for a sister whose addictions have spiraled out of control. The 
notion of misery as a favorite entertainment outlet for Americans 
(think Jerry Springer or Steve Wilkos) is called into question. 
And that’s a very important question, to be sure! This area pre- 
miere features an interracial cast, which points to the reality that 
the U.S. is an interracial society. 

Mixed Blood Theatre artistic director Jack Reuler says, “Bar- 
becue is comically electric, incisive about racial politics, without 
the obvious pretense of social commentary. A sharp comedy 
that dares to take risks, with insightful language, characters, 
and situation. Barbecue manages to engage and entertain while 
maintaining its razor-edge observations about racial dynamics in 
the age of celebrity.” 


SENSE AND SENSIBILITY 

Through Oct. 29 

Guthrie Theater, 818 S 2nd St., Minneapolis 
612-377-2224 

www.guthrietheater.org 


Sense. Sensibility. Just what do these two words mean and, 
perhaps more important, what does Jane Austen have to say about 
them? The Guthrie is staging Kate Hamill’s new adaptation of Aus- 
ten’s classic novel wherein the two Dashwood sisters separately 
embody these two qualities. When their father dies and they are 
left relatively impoverished in 1790s England, these qualities, or 
perhaps better said, these characteristics dictate the choices they 
make in how they navigate life and the world they live in. 

At the Guthrie you'll see Elinor (Jolly Abraham) following the 
rules and restraining her thoughts, opinions, and emotions while 
sister Marianne (Alejandra Escalante) expresses in a way that 
nowadays some label as “unfiltered.” Though the original novel 
was published in 1811, the balancing of these two qualities re- 
mains necessary in order to keep a balance in how we respond to 
others. This election year we have seen voters and candidates on 
both and various sides of issues get swept up into passion that was 
felt to be right at the time as “telling it like it is” but then having to 
awkwardly walk back what they originally stated. And I’m not just 
talking about one single candidate and their voters, either. 

Sense makes us react with forcefulness, which can definitely 
be the right thing in some circumstances. But sensibility helps 
us to grasp the bigger picture and, when necessary, weigh the 
options so that we might respond in a measured and constructive 
way as opposed to a reckless way. Guest directed at the Guthrie 
by the new Jungle Theater artistic director Sarah Rasmussen. 


Sense and Sensibility. Photo by Dan Norman 


MUSIC ANIMATED 

Oct. 20-22 

In the Heart of the Beast Puppet and Mask Theatre 
1500 W Lake St., Minneapolis 

612-721-2535 

www.hobt.org 
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Bart Buch is nothing less than a puppetmaster genius. At In the Heart 
of the Beast Puppet and Mask Theatre he has beguiled with queer-themed 
puppet performances like Kid Enkidu and Ode to Walt Whitman which also 
celebrated Federico Garcia Lorca at Intermedia Arts. 

He is now turning his talents toward work that is still universal 
but which reflects the concerns of the Phillips and the GLBT-oriented 
Powderhorn neighborhoods. The new Music Animated project blends 
puppetry, video projections, and music in a way that promises to be well 
worth seeing. 

Buch shares that he is “exploring the in-between land of music and 
puppetry, where these two forms dance together to evoke spirit and po- 
etry. As a queer artist, I’m drawn to and comfortable with the in-between 
lands where things are neither and both to find other unique, beautiful 
queer places. Many queer people are gifted at finding and teasing out that 
unique beauty, poetry, and spirituality of situations and the world needs 
these gifts now. With the inaugural Music Animated concert I wanted 
to work with Martin Dosh, a longtime collaborator, because we have 
developed a language with music and puppets that creates an immer- 
sive experience and evokes simple, yet lush, moods, full of heart. Music 
Animated will blend Dosh songs with visual imagery reflecting stories of 
positive, passionate work in the Phillips and Powderhorn neighborhoods. 
Working with neighborhood youth apprentices, I collected 28 “neighbor- 
hood helper” interviews this summer and these interviews will serve as 
the inspiration for the concert.” B 


TWO HAPPY HOURS 
7 DAYS A WEEK! 


3:00-6:00pm & 9:00pm-1:00am 


SIGNATURE 
SMALL PLATES 


E $1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 
Dip in for Happy Hour! 


Now with small plates, tap beer & reception platters 
in our renovated bar complete with shiny new tables 
for cheese & chocolate after work or a full fondue 
excursion! Casual, comfortable and way cool! 

Available in the bar area only. 


$2 Off All Burgers After 9:00pm 
$3 Martinis 


During Happy Hour on Monday & Tuesdays! 


Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events 


MEDITERRANEAN | l 
FLATBREAD 


HAPPY HOUR MON-FRI, 4-6 


аон ноо dne and coax, (Ew. BURGER in TOWN 


MINNEAPOLIS • (612) 338-9900 CLOSE TO THE XCEL ENERGY CENTER & THE ORDWAY | WWW.BURGERMOES.COM 
MELTINGPOT.COM 242 WEST 7TH STREET | SAINT PAUL, MN 55102 | 651.222.3100 


-fine burgers, beer ὅς Wine: 


DRINK LOCAL! 


HUGE MINNESOTA CRAFT BEER SELECTION 
OVER 36 ROTATING DRAFTS ON TAP! 


EVERYONE 
WELCOME 


SUMMIT 
BENT PADDLE вбом 
FAIR STATE ISLAND 5 
EXCELSIOR | Ж PRYES 
Beo ¬ | eS 


BAD = 
WEATHER ° Е or 2: 


RED COW 


- In 


= зер 


LIFT πο Ὃς 
BRIDGE 


ST PAUL Cathedral Hill 393 Selby | 651.789.0545 
MINNEAPOLIS Fulton 3624 W 50th St | 612.767.4411 
NEIGHBORHOODS | MINNEAPOLIS N.Loop 208 1st Ave N | 612.238.0050 


Жа REDCOWMN. сом - — 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 19 


THREE GREAT MN 


SCENE 


BAR & CLUBS | BAROMETER | BY GEORGE HOLDGRAFER 


Nikki Vixxen Captures Miss Toast 
of the Town House 2016 Title 


On the evening of July 30, the 2016 Toast of the Town 
House Pageant, the 19th annual such event, took place. 
Three contestants competed for the title. Categories were 
theme wear, talent, and evening gown/question and answer. 
The host was Jol D. Principle. Anastasia C. Principle, step- 
ping-down Miss Toast of the Town House 2015, performed 
several numbers, as did other past titleholders including Bar- 
bara Gordon (2004), Dra Matica (2007), Kaydance (2008), 
and Jamie Monroe (2009). Nikki Vixxen captured the cov- 
eted crown. Sasha Carter Pierce Richards was first runner- 
up. Alexis Beemer was second runner-up and also Miss Con- 
geniality. Anastasia C. Principle bestowed a special award 
on ultra-popular Town House bartender Mickey Short. The 
Town House, St. Paul’s only GLBT bar, marks its 47th anni- 
versary as a community establishment this fall. 


Le 1 


Miss Toast of the Town House 2016, Nikki Vixxen. Photo by George Holdgrafer 
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6397 JACKET FROM D.NOLO, 
SWEATER FROM FOREVER 
21, VINTAGE PANTS FROM 
BABES ONLEGS, KIT AND 
ACE ALLSTON CAP HAT, 
ADIDAS SHOES, AND 3 

JAG NECKLACE FROM 
SHOWROOM 
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GRUNGE 

BEARDED MERMAID 
BAZAAR JACKET, URBAN 
OUTFIT TERS UNDERSHIRT 
AND BRA, TOPSHOP 
LEGGINGS, AND JEFFREY 
CAMPBELL MULDERS SHOES 
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STUDY SHIRT FROM HAZEL 
& ROSE, FOREVER 21 TIGHTS, 
DR. MARTENS SHOES, AND 
VINTAGE WATCH, LACK OF 
COLOR HAT 


ART DIRECTION: JOHN MARK 
HAIR & MAKEUP: KRISTINE LOEHRER 
MODEL: KATY LEE AT IGNITE MODELS 
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Grant 


Whittaker 


‘Be Your Own Muse’ 


By Shane Lueck 


With a background in fashion and dance, Grant Whittaker understands the human body. How the 
body moves, how fabric drapes the body, and how to adapt fashion for each body. 

“Having come from that dance and theater background, it’s always about what’s going to look 
good, what’s going to be comfortable, what’s going to be wearable, kind of the overall function of the 
piece,” he says. “Sometimes that leads to a little bit more avant-garde, but generally it’s more about 
the aesthetic of the individual, looking at everybody as a muse.” 


That knowledge and outlook is greatly influenced by Whittaker’s 
German upbringing and traveling around the world. He jokes of a 
tagline he uses along the lines of setting the table with European flair 
(“and a lot of fruit,” he laughs with a wink). Growing up, traveling, and 


spending so much time in Europe, Whittaker has 
developed a certain aesthetic. As he says, shopping 
across the pond is really an event. 

“You see people who really do dress to go out and 
go shopping,” he says. “I think casual for a European 
woman is a cashmere wrap with a T-shirt and a great 
pair of jeans and heels. When you see that, I would 
say, at 40, you look at certain things and go ‘OK, I’m 
still in the middle.’ I get the millennial, but I also get 
the luxury and grandeur of what fashion is, or used to 
be. We don’t have as much of that anymore.” 

Equipped with an eclectic upbringing and approach 
to fashion, for Whittaker, it’s always about wanting to 
support the local fashion industry. For a man who con- 
fesses he marches to the beat of his own drum (even if 
that drum beats “a little bit more theatrical, sometimes 
a little cleaner, sometimes a little more haute couture, 
and sometimes very practical”), Whittaker feels like 


Grant Whittaker. 
Photo by Kyle Lieberman Photography 


he’s hit his stride 15 years after arriving on the Twin Cities scene. 

"I'm passionate about fashion, and I’m also really passionate about my 
mission statement." Part of that is to bring style and trend entertainment 
and awareness to nonprofits to help raise money. He adds, “Апа I do that, 


Ireally do that. And then the other thing is to just 
make fashion more accessible to people, for people to 
understand it and see their own personality as being 
their own personal muses." 

Whittaker has had makeover columns as well 
as personal and corporate clients, and the running 
theme is always to find the muse within. "It's a 
good time to reinforce that in our gay culture, to 
make people feel better about themselves," he says. 
“When I work with personal clients, I only want 
them to see me one time. Most people don't do that; 
I do it for the reward of the individual, not for the fi- 
nancial reward. I take the approach of, do you really 
need to work with me? If you’re going to work with 
me, be real with me about what you're really strug- 
gling with, what is it that we need to do for you." 

The fashion guru doesn't care what the budget 
is, he will work within whatever number he's given. 
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$100 TARGET Gift Card 


every LAVENDER Magazine edition by signing 
up for LAVENDER Link, our weekly newsletter. 
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to our current issue, online exclusives, 
contests and upcoming events. 
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“Some of the people I work with have a lot of 
money and some of the people have no mon- 
ey,” he shares. “To me it doesn’t really matter 
either way because it’s about the reward and 
the education of the individual. Sometimes I’m 
out with people and we're shopping for exactly 
what they’re needing, sometimes I’m out 
working with people to clean up their closet 
and teach them where they can go 

to fill it in. On your budget, not on 

an expected budget, but on what you 
can actually afford.” 

“The main reason you would want 
to work with me is that you really start 
your appearance mission statement 
with feel-good factor,” he continues. “I 
make my clients get real with me. Tell 
me, do you hate your arms? That’s fine; 
we'll work around that. It really is that 
personal mission statement of making 
people feel good about themselves. I 
think anyone who is in touch with their 
own selfesteem issues can only be 
better at what they do, because you're 
coming from a place of reality." 

The notions of accessibility and 
feel-good factor extend to people 
within the industry as well. Whittaker 
recalls how some people have an 
idea of fashion being “uppity,” and he 
understands where people are coming 
from. “At 40, having been here for 15 
years, it's really interesting seeing 
some people's perspectives," he says. 
"Sure, the people who were rude to 
me were the people in their 40s or 
50s or 60s who had already accom- 
plished something and didn't have 
time to pick up the phone because 
they thought you're young, you have 
time. When I first moved here, people 
weren't as open." 

He remembers when he first 
moved to the Twin Cities at 24, com- 
plete with style books, editorial pages, videos, and extensive proof 
of gorgeous work he'd done. “1 had proof of all this work that I had 
done and still people wouldn't want to open the door,” he recalls. “We 
have youth who are going to be coming out of design school and are 
just starting. I make every attempt to be supportive; there is no one 
in town who wouldn't say that they reached out to me and I haven't 
either picked up the phone, written an email back, or had coffee with 
them. Because people didn't always do that for me." 

It's about being the mentor instead of the deject-er, he says. “It takes 
two minutes to be nice to somebody, it takes five to be a total bitch," he 
laughs, before adding, “Бу the time you work yourself up just to have a 
bad attitude, you might as well just be nice." 

"As you get older and as a creative person, all of us should inspire 
each other,” he continues. “That 21-year-old might inspire something 
I do at Fashionopolis or inspire something I do down the road, or I 
may have inspired something with her. At a certain point that's what 
you would hope, you hope that people would be more open. You don't 
always have enough time, but you can stop and say 'nice to meet you' 


Grant Whittaker. Photo by Kyle Lieberman Photography 


“The main reason you would want to work 
with me is that you really start your appear- 
ance mission statement with feel-good fac- 
tor," he continues. "I make my clients get 


real with me. 
Tell me, do you 
hate your arms? 
That's fine; we'll 
work around 
that. It really is 
that personal 
mission state- 
ment of making 
people feel good 
about them- 
selves. 


or ‘how are you’ or whatever.” 

An open and supporting environ- 
ment for creatives is exactly why 
Whittaker thinks the local fashion 
community is excelling. “There 
are people like myself and Jahna 
Péloquin at Minnesota Monthly who 
was a stylist and is now supportive 
of other people who are pushing. 
There are people like Allison Ka- 
plan of Mpls.St.Paul Magazine who 
is supportive of people like myself." 

He hopes to extend that support even more to the GLBT community. 
As someone who wears his pride every day, Whittaker says it's not about 
celebrating for one weekend every year; it's every day. “I think that is 
information that needs to be known by everyone,” he says with a sud- 
denly serious tone. "It's not just celebrating it once in awhile, it's showing 
people you are who you are. I'm gay, I knew it when I was young, I knew 
that's who I was supposed to be. The other part is just letting people 
know that we were all created differently. As long as you take pride in 
that, that's the first step in terms of what you do for the community." 

Beyond that, he would love to be more involved in the local 
GLBT community. “I’m the gay man in a little bit of a straight world 
sometimes," he says. "People call me for a lot of things and I come in 
and do good work. I would love to work more with our GLBT charities 
or anything I could do. I go into the nonprofit sector and I make people 
money. I would love to be more involved and be able to help my broth- 
ers and sisters out even more, because I can. Especially with gay youth, 
because we need to get positive messages out there." ш 
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Health & Wellness Update: 
Local HIV/AIDS Service Organizations 


By Shane Lueck 


HIV/AIDS service organizations provide assistance in many forms to people living with HIV/ 
AIDS and their families and friends. These services may include counseling as well as HIV testing 
and referral resources. The organizations listed below offer additional information and resources on 
their web sites about HIV/AIDS, the services they provide, upcoming events, and much more. 


Organization: African American AIDS Task Force (AAATF) 
Serves: AAATF serves all people living with HIV/AIDS (primarily 
African Americans) who are below the federal poverty guideline, reside 
in the Twin Cities Greater Metropolitan Area, and are HIV positive, at 
high risk or affected by HIV/AIDS. 
Location: 2400 Park Ave. S, Minneapolis 
Web Address: www.aaatf.org 

AAATF was established on World AIDS Day 1994 by African Ameri- 
can people living with HIV/AIDS who desired to create a culturally 
appropriate response to address issues specifically related to African 
American people living in Minnesota. Current services provided by 
the AAATF include: medical case management, culturally appropriate 
support groups, medical transportation services, early intervention 
services, HIV testing, the Community Promise Program (African 
American gay and bi men), peer outreach and education, and mentor- 
ing and training. AAATF further extends its reach into the community 
by building strong relationships and partnering with community peers, 
resource providers, and other HIV care and service organizations. 
Latest News: AAATF has recently been funded through Minnesota De- 
partment of Health Eliminating Health Disparities Initiative to conduct 
a “new” program, Community PROMISE. The Community PROMISE 
(Peers Reaching Out and Modeling Intervention Strategies) evidence- 
based HIV/STI prevention intervention relies on role model stories and 
peers from the target population. 
Upcoming Events: AAATF will be participating in the Minnesota Fight- 
ing AIDS on Bikes upcoming Pedal Camp fundraiser which supports 
eight beneficiaries, all of which are Minnesota-based AIDS service 
organizations. 


Organization: The Aliveness Project 

Serves: People living with HIV/AIDS throughout Minnesota 
Location: 3808 Nicollet Ave., Minneapolis 

Web Address: www.aliveness.org 

The Aliveness Project is a thriving nonprofit organization dedicated to 
supporting stability of health and wellness for people living with HIV/ 
AIDS in Minnesota. Founded 30 years ago, Aliveness provides important 
supportive services such as food shelf, hot meals, case management, in- 
tegrative therapies like massage and acupuncture, and HIV prevention/ 
outreach programming. In addition, Aliveness provides much needed 
physical space for people impacted by HIV to participate in educational 
programming, build skills and, above all, create community. 
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Latest News: Use of the center continues to increase, particularly in 
the Nutrition Program (food shelf and meals). In August alone, Alive- 
ness helped over 650 people living with HIV/AIDS with one of their 
programs. Over the summer Aliveness added staff, integrative therapy 
rooms, a conference room, and a community room to accommodate 
and grow in-house activities and services. On the program front, 
Aliveness is developing the state’s first non-medical case management 
program and is leading an initiative to provide early intervention efforts 
and HIV testing and care linkage within several African-born communi- 
ties. Staff continue to do HIV testing, outreach, case management and 
care linkage with some of the hardest to reach including PLWHA fac- 
ing chronic mental health, chemical health and housing barriers. 
Upcoming Events: Taste For Life Fundraiser Gala, Oct. 18 and the 
holiday gift program, providing a holiday gift for a person or family 
impacted by HIV/AIDS. 


Organization: Clare Housing 

Serves: People living with HIV/AIDS who are unable to access afford- 
able housing and/or supportive healthcare for a number of reasons. 
Location: Apartments and administration offices are located at 929 
Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis, with additional apartments located 
throughout the metro. 

Web Address: www.clarehousing.org 

Clare Housing’s vision is global, envisioning an AIDS-free world built 
on a foundation of equitable access to housing and health care. Its mis- 
sion is local, providing a continuum of affordable and supportive hous- 
ing options that create healing communities and optimize the health of 
people living with HIV/AIDS. The Clare Housing team works closely 
with residents who may be having challenges maintaining stable hous- 
ing and care. Its person-centered planning allows staff and residents to 
tailor services for each individual that define what “living well” means 
to them. Today, Clare Housing’s services include personal care support 
and homemaking, life skills support, linkages with services and re- 
sources, 24/7 nursing care and medical adherence support, and more. 
Latest News: On Sept. 20, well over 400 guests attended the A Place to 
Call Home Fundraising Breakfast at the Aria Event Center. Also, Clare 
Housing will break ground on Marshall Flats (36 units) in Northeast 
Minneapolis this fall, scheduled to open in 2017. 

Upcoming Events: Journey Home Program, Oct. 5, demonstrates how 
affordable housing and supportive services improve the quality of life 
for people living with HIV in the Twin Cities. 


Organization: Hope House of St. Croix Valley 

Serves: Since 1991, Hope House serves people living with HIV who can 
no longer live independently, with a mission to provide a nonjudgmen- 
tal home with compassionate care that respects the dignity of people 
living with HIV/AIDS. 

Location: Stillwater, Minnesota 

Web Address: www.hopehousescv.org 

Upcoming Events: Each year, Hope House holds an annual fundraiser 
in August, this year the event name was changed to The Scott Zahren 
Memorial Cruise on the St. Croix to honor Hope House’s long-time 
executive director who passed away suddenly in April 2015. 


Organization: Minnesota AIDS Project (MAP) 

Serves: MAP serves everyone in Minnesota affected by HIV from those 
living with HIV to those at high-risk for HIV infection to the general 
public with questions about HIV. 

Location: 2577 Territorial Rd., St. Paul 

Web Address: www.mnaidsproject.org 

MAP’s mission is to lead Minnesota’s fight to stop HIV through preven- 
tion, advocacy, awareness, and services. MAP provides services in the 
areas of legal, transportation, chemical health, prevention, emergency 
financial assistance, public policy, education, insurance benefits, HIV 
testing, support groups, MAP AIDSLine, case management, and hous- 
ing. 

Latest News: MAP is excited to announce new PrEP navigation ser- 
vices assisting people at risk for HIV infection with accessing this new 
and effective HIV prevention strategy. 

Upcoming Events: MAP is thrilled to be part of Revlon’s Love Is On 
Million Dollar Challenge beginning on Sept. 14. 


Organization: Open Arms of Minnesota 

Serves: Every year, Open Arms provides nutritious, homemade meals 
to those living with HIV/AIDS and other life-threatening illnesses 

in the Twin Cities. Open Arms not only serves their clients, but also 
provide meals to their children and caregivers in order to help entire 
families and households cope with the effects of a serious illness. 
Location: 2500 Bloomington Ave., Minneapolis, with a delivery area 
within the 494-694 loop. 

Web Address: www.openarmsmn.org 

Open Arms grows, prepares, and delivers nutritious meals to people 
living in the metro area with HIV/AIDS and other life-threatening ill- 
nesses, delivering over 500,000 meals per year with the generous help 
of over 5000 volunteers. Open Arms also grows produce to use in their 
meals at three urban gardens located in Minneapolis and St. Paul. 
Latest News: Founded in 1986, Open Arms is celebrating their 30th an- 
niversary this year. Everyone is invited to join the organization, which 
is always looking for more volunteers to help chop in the kitchen, 
harvest in the gardens, or deliver meals to clients. 

Upcoming Events: Once a month, Open Arms turns into a pop-up 
restaurant and the trained chefs go crazy! The next pop-up dinner is 
Oct. 27. Also, on World Aids Day (Dec. 1), they will be celebrating 30 
years with a screening of their historical video and a fun event. 


Organization: Park House 

Serves: People living with HIV/AIDS. 

Location: 710 E 24th St. #303, Minneapolis 

Web Address: www.allinahealth.com 

Park House is a structured day health and mental health facility. At 
Park House, clients work with staff members in an environment that 
nurtures and supports each individual. Through medication manage- 
ment, art, music and recreation therapy, counseling, coaching, conver- 
sation, and structured activities, Park House fosters a sense of pride, 
creativity, and independence in each person. Park House provides 
nursing care, psychosocial therapies, nutrition (breakfast and lunch), 
and collaborative treatments with physicians, mental health profes- 
sional, and case managers. Park House exists to enhance the quality 
of life, maximize human dignity, and promote the health, wellness, and 
independence of persons with HIV/AIDS. 

Upcoming Events: On Oct. 15, Park House and the Twin Cities Gay 
Men’s Chorus proudly present Bingo-A-Go-Go “Fairy Tale Bingo” 

at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. Also, on World AIDS Day (Dec. 1), Park 
House will celebrate their 20-year anniversary. 


Organization: Minnesota Fighting AIDS on Bikes (Red Ribbon Ride) 
Serves: Money raised by the Red Ribbon Ride goes to numerous HIV/ 
AIDS service organizations throughout Minnesota. 

Location: 4447 3rd Ave. S, Minneapolis 

Web Address: www.redribbonride.org 

A four-day, 300-mile bicycle event to raise vital funds for eight HIV/ 
AIDS service organizations providing services, treatment, and care for 
those living with and impacted by HIV. 

Latest News: This was a record-breaking fundraising year with a 44 
percent increase in funds raised and a 25 percent increase in partici- 
pants of the event. For the third time in the history of the event, the 
Ride raised over $500,000, which has not happened since 2007. The 
total amount brought in by the event is not finalized but will likely be 
over $630,000. 

Upcoming Events: Pedal Camp is a weekend camping event and 
bicycle ride at Camp One Heartland in Willow River, Minnesota from 
Sept. 23-25, with a 30- or 60-mile bicycle ride on the beautiful Willard 
Munger Trail and options to volunteer as crew. 


Organization: Rural AIDS Action Network (RAAN) 

Serves: People living with HIV/AIDS in greater Minnesota. 

Location: Five locations in St. Cloud, Mankato, Duluth, Grand Rapids, 
and Moorhead 

Web Address: www.raaan.org 

RAAN provides a range of services in greater Minnesota. Prevention 
services include outreach, education, and testing for HIV and HCV. For 
those living with HIV/AIDS, RAAN provides counseling, medical case 
management, and other supportive services. The Duluth location hosts 
a syringe exchange that provides clean syringes and supplies to people 
who inject drugs and Naloxone. 

Latest News: RAAN just received a grant from the Department of Hu- 
man Services Alcohol and Drug Abuse Division that will allow them to 
distribute Naloxone throughout the state. 

Upcoming Events: Stay tuned! ш 
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REGISTER NOW! 


Twin Cities Quorum's 23rd Annual 
National Coming Out Day Luncheon 


Join Twin Cities Quorum and our fabulous speakers for this inspirational 
and transformative celebration of our lives and identities. 


Hosted by: 
Alexis Thompson 
My Talk 107.1's Jason and Alexis Show 


Featuring the following speakers: 


Pastor DeWayne Davis - All God's Children Metropolitan Community Church 

Phillipe Cunningham - Senior Policy Advisor on Youth Development and Racial Equity, 
Office of Mayor Betsy Hodges 

Jim Larsen - Senior Consultant, CliftonLarsonAllen 

Shelly Boyum-Breen - Author, Advocate for Girls and Women in Sports 


October 13, 2016 
11:00am - 1:00pm 


McNamara Alumni Center, 200 SE Oak St, Minneapolis 


TICKEIS - $45 members/$50 non-members 
VENDOR TABLES - $150 members/$175 non-members (includes 2 Luncheon tickets) 
STUDENT TABLE - $350 (includes 10 Luncheon tickets) 


Order tickets at WWW.TWINCITIESQUORUM.COM 
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LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS | PHOTO BY STEVE LENIUS 


Major Titleholders and Community Awards 


Syn Palmer captures 
Women’s International 
Leather Legacy 2016 
title. Photo by Janet 
Ryan 


boy Woody, first 
runner-up for 
International 
Leatherboy 2016. 
Photo by Randy 
Spearhead 


Minnesota’s leather community recently 
has had much to be proud of. Within the space 
of a month, members of the community were 
awarded two major leather titles and received 
two major leather community service awards. 

Syn Palmer was named Women’s Interna- 
tional Leather Legacy (WILL) 2016 as part of the 
WILL weekend held Aug. 5-7 in Dallas. Palmer 
is a member of the Twin City girls of Leather 
and was named first runner-up to Ms. Minne- 
sota Leather Pride 2016 on April 2 at The Saloon. 

This was the sixth year for the Women’s In- 
ternational Leather Legacy title and weekend. 
The focus of the WILL title is on capturing and 
preserving women’s leather history. As WILL 
2016, Palmer will spend her title year interview- 
ing leatherwomen and then preparing the in- 
terviews for inclusion in the Women’s Leather 
History Project at the Leather Archives & Mu- 
seum in Chicago. 

On Sept. 3, one month after Palmer was 
named WILL 2016—and again, at a contest held 
in Dallas—Sir Ivan was named International 
LeatherSIR 2016 at the International Leather SIR, 
Leatherboy and International Community Boot- 
black (ILSb-ICBB) weekend. At the same time, 
boy Woody was named first runner-up to Inter- 
national Leatherboy 2016. The new International 
Leatherboy 2016 is boy Jake and the new Interna- 


Women's Internatio 
"eather Legacy 


Andrew Bertke, 2016 
Pantheon of Leather 
Midwest Regional 
Award winner. Photo 
by Steve Lenius 


tional Community Bootblack 2016 is boy Patrick. 

The International LeatherSIR and Leather- 
boy titles, which started in 2002, are descend- 
ed from the International Mr. Drummer and 
Drummerboy titles. International Mr. Drum- 
mer, started by Drummer Magazine in 1979, 
was one of the two oldest major international 
leather titles (the other being International Mr. 
Leather, also started in 1979). 

Sir Ivan and boy Woody both won their origi- 
nal leather titles, Minnesota LeatherSIR and 
Minnesota Leatherboy, on April 4, 2015 at The 
Saloon. Both went on to compete at Great Lakes 
Leather Alliance (GLLA) weekend in Indianapo- 
lis where, on Oct. 3, 2015, Sir Ivan was named 
Great Lakes LeatherSIR 2016 and boy Woody 
was named Great Lakes Leatherboy 2016. 

Andrew Bertke wins 2016 Pantheon 
of Leather Midwest Regional Award; Twin 
Cities Leather & Latte wins 2016 Panthe- 
on of Leather Business of the Year Award 

This year’s Pantheon of Leather Communi- 
ty Service Awards presentation ceremony was 
held Thursday evening, Sept. 1, in Dallas in 
conjunction with the International Leather Sir, 
Leatherboy and Community Bootblack week- 
end. The Pantheon of Leather Community 
Service Awards were started in 1991. Awards 
were presented in 26 categories, and two of this 


Left to right: boy 
Jake, Sir Ivan 

and boy Patrick, 

2016 International 
Leatherboy, LeatherSIR 
and Community 
Bootblack. 

Photo by Ryan Brown 


Karri Plowman and 
Tynan Fox, TCL&L 
owners, winners of 
Pantheon of Leather 
Award for Business of 
the Year 2016. Photo 
by Steve Lenius 


year's winners are from the Twin Cities. 

Andrew Bertke, winner of Pantheon's 2016 
Midwest Regional Award, joined the Minneso- 
ta leather community in the mid-1990s and has 
served as a leader, artist, and photographer. 
Bertke joined the Atons of Minneapolis in 2002 
and has served as the club's president, vice- 
president, editor, pledge master, and webmas- 
ter. An award-winning photographer, Bertke 
has documented many leather events and 
contests. He also has created portraits of local 
and international leather titleholders and other 
community members. Since 2007, Bertke has 
been a contributing artist to Minnesota Leather 
Pride, creating unique dog tags and t-shirts. 

Twin Cities Leather & Latte (TCL&L), winner 
of Pantheon's 2016 Business of the Year Award, 
is proud to be the world's only combination of 
full-service leather and kink retail shop and cof- 
fee shop. More than just a retail store, TCL&L 
has become a community hub. The shop offers 
leather clothing with onsite leather tailoring and 
a wide selection of BDSM/kink-related gear 
and toys. The full-service cafe offers indoor and 
outdoor seating and community meeting space 
for clubs and organizations. The enterprise was 
founded with a motto of “Community First!” and 
the store’s owners, Karri Plowman and Tynan 
Fox, take that motto seriously. Bi 
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RIDE REVIEW 


BY RANDY STERN 


PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


201 / Ford Escape 


Change is always good. 

In any automobile, change can help im- 
prove the vehicle’s look and/or driving experi- 
ence. It could be a subtle change to the front 
bumper or a new set of gauges. It could also be 
as important as a brand new engine or trans- 
mission. Either way, we like to see evolution in 
the vehicles we drive every day. 

When we reviewed the Ford Escape back in 
2012, the car went through an extensive overhaul 
from its Kinetic look right down to the platform 
and its EcoBoost engines. It took the old boxy 
Escape we knew and loved to something that was 
completely different: a design that challenged the 
eye with no V6 or Hybrid powertrains available. 

With this huge change, the transformed 
Escape became Ford’s second best-selling 
product in North America, behind the F-Series 
pickups. Families flocked to the Escape, selling 
between 20 and 28,000 units per month. In July 
Escape sales reached its highest since the in- 
troduction of the new body style. 

The Escape is just for American consump- 
tion. This product is sold in almost every market 
Ford has a presence. Outside of our continent, 
our Escape is called the Kuga. Just like here, the 
Kuga is also playing in a heavily contested seg- 
ment full of compact SUVs on every continent. 
For the most part, the Escape and Kuga are sell- 


ing quite well where the segment is the hottest, 
namely Europe, Australia, and China. 

In considering the concept of change, how 
does one transform and evolve a successful ve- 
hicle? Ford might have achieved this quite well 
in its 2017 Escape. 

The first change we saw was in the front 
clip. This is the global face of the Ford SUV, 
which began with the larger Edge mid-sized 
two-row model. It also matches the face of a 
model that should actually be sold here: the 
Everest/Endeavor. This vehicle is based on the 
global ranger platform and has been a success 
throughout the Asia-Pacific region. Maybe we 
will get that by 2020. 

Back to the Escape, the new front clip in- 
cludes new integrated LED driving lamps and 
improved headlamp bulbs for better vision at 
night. In all, the look is clean and handsome. 
Ford also worked on the rear end, by scaling 
down the rear taillights to almost match the ones 
on the Focus hatchback. Again, the rear end is 
cleaner than before. The rest of the Escape's 
exterior is the same as before, but with better 
bookends making it a nicer vehicle to look at. 

Our tester is the top-of-the-line Titanium, 
just like our 2013 tester. It came with handsome 
chrome finished 18-inch alloy wheels wearing 
Michelin Latitude Tour tires. It is worth men- 


tioning that it wore a gorgeous shade of Light- 
ning Blue metallic. In all, this Escape has been 
transformed into something that is welcoming 
to more customers than before. 

They would also be welcomed by an interior 
that has not changed as much on the surface, 
but remains quite functional and tactile. The 
steering wheel is new, now shared with the 
Focus and the 2017 Fusion. In fact, this steer- 
ing wheel has better switches than its prede- 
cessor for the information screen, audio, and 
cruise control. There are other subtle changes 
in switches and readouts compared to all previ- 
ous Kinetic-designed Escapes. 

The biggest change came a model year be- 
fore with the introduction of SYNC3. In the past, 
Microsoft provided the driver for all previous 
versions of Ford's infotainment system. The 
result was a mixed bag of connectivity and dis- 
connection. On paper, SYNC was a great idea. 
'The complaints piled up and Ford responded 
with a new version. For SYNC3, Ford brought 
in Blackberry to provide the architecture for a 
system that is friendlier toward mobile devices. 
The result is quicker device pairing, better op- 
tions on screen for apps and navigation use, 
and a better three-pod touchscreen interface. 

'There is more to SYNC3. Ford added con- 
nectivity to Apple CarPlay and Android Auto for 
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2017. If you use Apple or Google Maps, this will 
work well with you. You can also switch back to 
Ford’s superb navigation system and tuning in 
its HD radio and SiriusXM channels. Sony pro- 
vides the output of this system with 10 speak- 
ers positioned well throughout the cabin. 

Titanium models are upholstered in stan- 
dard leather. Seating is OK, providing some 
support and bolstering up front. It does take 
some time to find the right seating position 
with the power adjustments available. Rear 
seat space offers excellent head room for tall 
passengers, even with reclining seatbacks. 
Legroom is sufficient for average-sized passen- 
gers; however. Cargo space is ample, with 34 
cubic feet available with the rear seats up. Once 
both rear seats fold down, the Escape can carry 
up to 68 cubic feet of precious cargo. 

For 2017, Ford offers the Escape a choice of 
three engines: a 2.5-liter four-cylinder, the Eco- 
Boost 1.5-liter turbocharged four-cylinder, and 
the larger 2.0-liter EcoBoost engine. We drove 
the latter in 2012 and found it to deliver great 
performance with lower fuel economy. Our tester 
has the newer 1.5-liter EcoBoost engine with 179 
horsepower and 177 pound-feet of torque. While 
this engine matches up well with the Escape’s 
competitors, it is really one of the best engines 


What’s included? 


in its class with the lack of turbo lag and great 
throttle response. It is a balanced engine that is 
truly the Escape’s sweet spot in performance. 

Power is delivered to the front wheels only 
through its solid shifting six-speed automatic 
transmission in this tester. Four-wheel drive 
is available, of course. It is the best choice to 
make in our part of the world. In terms of fuel 
economy, it averaged 24.2 MPG. 

The Escape does ride high, but quite 
smoothly. It does its best it absorb bumps and 
cracks on the road. Cornering yields a bit of 
roll and lean, but not enough to cause alarm. 
That is, unless you hit its limits and beyond. 
Steering is OK, with a soft on-center feel and 
solid turning radius. Steering wheel action is a 
bit on the numb side, but it can respond well 
when necessary. Brakes are very good with 
solid stops in normal and panic situations. 

Our tester came with a host of active safe- 
ty features, which truly work in the Escape. 
Adaptive Cruise Control is complemented by 
a Forward Collision system. Lane Departure 
mitigation also works well with steering assist; 
however, I found that the passenger-side Blind 
Spot Monitoring warning could not be seen 
well in certain daylight situations. This Escape 
did come with Enhanced Park Assist, which 


Factory direct pricing from Volvo 


Two round-trip tickets to Scandinavia 
First-class hotel in Gothenburg, Sweden 
Home shipment services to Borton Volvo 


Call or Visit us for all of the details 
E-mail dgustner@borton.com for a brochure 


Borton Volvo 612-821-2700 


BortonVolvo.com 
394 & Louisiana in Golden Valley 


helps in parallel and perpendicular parking for 
those of us who do not trust our own parking 
skills. To round everything up, this tester had a 
backup camera with reverse sensing and addi- 
tional parking and motion sensors that checks 
the vehicle all around for obstructions. 

A basic 2017 Ford Escape S with front wheel 
drive is available with a base price of $23,600. 
Our front-drive Titanium tester arrived with 
a sticker price of $34,875. Adding four-wheel 
drive will add another $1,750 to the bill, while 
the more powerful 2.0-liter EcoBoost engine is 
another $1,295 on top of that. 

Just like at the end of 2012, the Ford Escape 
remains a solid choice for consumers looking 
for something different among compact SUVs. 
'The 2017 version gives this strong selling ve- 
hicle looks that are easier on the eyes and bet- 
ter technology that is useful in every occasion. 
But, is it the best in the class? According to 
Cars.com, their recent comparison of the top 
contenders in the class put it first above the 
rest. According to us, it is a stronger contender 
than before in a highly competitive segment. 

Making changes to a vehicle can help its 
cause. This is truly the case of the 2017 Ford 
Escape. Therefore, change is always good, 
indeed. m 


ΕΛ LIFETIME 


GET A VACATION 


Kjell Berghs 


~ Borton Volvo ^ 


А-Ы‏ 2—7 ت 
Dedicated To Excellence Since 1957‏ 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 41 


OUR VOICES 


SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


Gratitude | 


Five years ago, I penned a column entitled “Gratitude” that detailed 
how a group of well-off, totally straight cisgender people had selected 
me to be the executive director of a brand new nonprofit, Call for Justice 
(C4J). To this very day, I can’t believe they had the guts to hire me (a 
newbie to the Twin Cities and a transwoman who doesn’t pass 100 per- 
cent) to launch a nonprofit from scratch. 

It’s been quite a ride too; in those five years, we (I didn’t do it alone) 
built an organization that garnered an American Bar Association award 
for innovative ways of helping low-income people connect with lawyers; 
we envisioned and facilitated creation of a low-fee law firm in St. Paul; and 
we've traveled thousands of miles in greater Minnesota to train social 
service agencies on how to connect their clients with pro bono lawyers. 

(By the way, I never share about being transgender when I do my 
C4J work; I simply show up as Ellie Krug, human. Consequently, in 
Bemidji there’s a half dozen very nice but completely clueless social 
workers who’ve not stumbled on to the fact that I’m trans. Instead, 
because of my deep voice, I can imagine their pity over erroneously 
believing that I smoked five packs of cigarettes a day for 25 years. “Oh, 
that poor Ellie Krug!”) 

Yes, my little nonprofit has accomplished much. I’m appreciative of 
the support that so many have given to make that happen (and for most 
of those “many,” I’m the first trans person they’ve ever met). 

However, it’s now time for me to go on to other things and goals that I 
want to accomplish before this body of mine wears out. Hence, sometime 
in the next several months, I will leave C4J to take a different path, one 
that involves being even more of an innovator, human catalyst, and doer. 

Or so I hope. 

Thus, it was with a big smile that I sat in my corporate attorney’s 
office earlier this month and watched as he hit “send” on a link to the 
Minnesota Secretary of State’s website. With that, he created Human 
Inspiration Works, my newest venture aimed at doing my part to make 
the world a better place. 

Yup, at nearly 60, I’m starting over yet again, charting a new course 
that’s got no guarantee of success and a great deal of personal and finan- 
cial risk. 

And I’ve got buckets of gratitude over the chance to do it. I know I’m 
darn lucky, too; most trans people struggle to get just one do-over after 
transitioning genders. Here I am going for number two. 


With that, I think, comes a special obligation to make sure I succeed. 

What is Human Inspiration Works about? 

In sum, it’s my way of putting a label on all that I’m presently doing 
and more that I seek to accomplish. It formalizes the speaking and diver- 
sity training that I’ve been undertaking since I transitioned genders in 
2009 (at this point, 300+ speaking/training events). Incorporating also 
provides a professional base for the “inclusionist” consulting that I’ve 
been conducting on-site at businesses and organizations. Finally, it pro- 
vides some framework for my dreams and imagination, such as my goal 
to see Minnesota lead the nation in educating “ordinary” people about 
the value of diversity and inclusion. We'll see how it all goes; here's to 
wishing me luck. 

That leaves two remaining items of business. 

First, my new endeavor needs a logo. What better way to make the 
point about the value of inclusion than to include the community in help- 
ing to brand it? For those graphic artists and anyone else out there who 
think they could design a logo that captures the spirit and purpose of 
Human Inspiration Works, go to www.humaninspirationworks.com for 
information about how to enter a logo design contest. 

The second item relates to filling my position at Call for Justice. If 
you're a lawyer or if you have a nonprofit management background and 
are passionate about helping low-income people connect with lawyers to 
protect core needs like housing or freedom from abusers, go to the Min- 
nesota Council of Nonprofits website (www.minnesotanonprofits.org) and 
check out the C4J executive director job posting. It's a rewarding position 
and the right candidate will get the chance to work with a great board of 
directors. Most of all, it's a very cool way to do some community good. 

There you have it. Life continues to unfold for me in ways that I could 
never have imagined when I endured living as a man. What a ride; thank 
god I got here. 

Even more, thank you to everyone who's made this possible. I am so 
very grateful! B 


Ellen [Ellie] Krug is the author of Getting to Ellen: A Memoir about Love, Hon- 
esty and Gender Change [2013]. She frequently speaks and trains on diversity 
and inclusion topics; visit www.humaninspirationworks.com where you can 
sign ир for her newsletter. She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(d 
gmail.com. 
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ПЕЕ pRIVE 50 


We are like you. We push ourselves beyond our comfort zone. While others might be 
content with making better machines, we are driven to go beyond—to design cars that 
push human potential. We build technology to enhance your senses, striking design 
that demands a response, and performance that makes you feel more alive. Prepare 
to experience the road as it was intended. 


1500 WEST 81ST STREET | BLOOMINGTON, MN 55431 


www.lutherinfiniti.com 
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OUR VOICES 


DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


When Babies Attack 


My office is currently under attack! A monster is roaming the halls, 
drooling on things, demanding attention, and thinking of no one’s needs 
but its own. 

The monster is being carried around by an alien life form. This alien 
closely resembles a woman who was once my colleague. This woman dis- 
appeared a couple months ago. Now, here she is, smelling vaguely of sour 
milk and communicating in a foreign tongue to the monster in her arms. 

The monster grunts, screams, and gestures wildly. The alien, who is 
obviously the monster’s slave, attempts to placate the monster, quickly 
fetching whatever the monster demands: a computer mouse, an office 
keycard, a breast. 

Mostly, though, what the monster wants is an audience. 

So, as soon as it appears in my department, we are all required to 
abandon our work and gather around its plump, unbaked cookie-like 
form. We spend at least a half hour fawning and marveling at its ability 
to perform rudimentary tasks that you mastered many, many years ago. 

The monster stares at its supplicants in an oddly unfocused fashion, 
until it firmly locks into a target. Once the monster’s bouncing, dilated 
pupils settle into a deathly stare and laser into you, there will be a 10-sec- 
ond period in which you are expected to audition for its favor. You must 
humiliate yourself in your own workplace to please the monster. You 
contort your face, make noises that resemble bodily functions, and try to 
speak the monster’s language. The monster will seriously consider your 
efforts and will then issue its judgment. 

The best you can hope for is a smile. If this happens, you can breath 
a sigh of relief and retreat back to your office in triumph. If, however, the 
monster breaks out in hysterical tears and buries its face into its slave’s 
bosom, you will be dealt with a career-withering blow. 


“The monster does not like her,” your co-workers will say, shaking 
their heads at your once promising future at the organization. You will 
then be forced to remain in the monster’s audience, witnessing others 
succeed where you failed. 

When the monster has finally finished its path of destruction, you will 
quietly log onto your computer and begin a job hunt, and the monster 
will go home for a nap. 

At the risk of nominating myself for the position of Worst Person in 
the World, I’m going to make a bold statement: I don’t like babies in the 
workplace! 

It’s not that I don’t like babies. While I admit that I prefer toddlers, 
children, and even teenagers to infants, I’ve got no real beef with babies. 
They are just fine, as long as their interests don’t conflict with mine. 

I have no issue with them when they are at home, ruling from their 
highchair/thrones, babbling nonsensically and draining their parents’ 
collective life force. This is their kingdom! And I respect their authority. 

But, I’ve got a problem with them in the office. I’m the only one al- 
lowed to throw temper tantrums here, and I don’t like to be upstaged by 
an adorable ingénue. 

I find the pressure to compliment a coworker’s baby particularly vex- 
ing. You can’t just pet it and say, “Nice baby.” You have to offer a credible 
assessment of its extraordinariness. But, honestly, what have these crea- 
tures achieved other than an impressively harrowing journey through 
their mother’s birth canal? 

So, when I start hearing the terrifying warning sounds of ooh-ing and 
aah-ing from nearby offices, I close my office door and hunker beneath 
my desk/bunker. I curl up in a fetal position and nervously nibble on my 
thumb, waiting for the terrible beast to pass. Ш 


OVER 15 AUTO 
MANUFACTURER 
CERTIFICATIONS AND 


LaMettry’s 


Collision, Glass and More! 


Bloomington | Burnsville | Eden Prairie | Inver Grove Heights 
Lakeville | Maplewood | New Brighton | Richfield 


CALL ror AN APPOINTMENT 1-888-898-0016 on ser an onuineestimareat LAMETTRYS.COM 


ДД | LAVENDER | SEPTEMBER 29-OCTOBER 12, 2016 


RECOGNITIONS 


THE ONLY AUDI AUTHORIZED ALUMINUM COLLISION REPAIRER IN THE 5 STATE AREA 


#takepride in Your Fami 


#takepride in Your Home | 


rn Design Consultation 


952/920-9520 trinityexteriorsinc.com 


CLASSIFIEDS 


COFFEE SHOPS 


Fireroast, a gay-owned community coffee 
shop. Food & coffee created by a staff that 
cares! Meeting Space with a gender neutral 
restroom. 3800 37th Ave S, Minneapolis. 
(612) 724-9895, www.fireroastcafe.com. 


HOUSE CLEANING 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, flexible 
schedules in Minneapolis. Call Terry: [612] 
834-4887, the cleaningguy99(dgmail.com. 


JEWELERS 


Read our reviews! At Uniquely Yours 
Custom Designed Jewelry, we create 
unique engagement & wedding rings, 


& more! Expert jewelry restorations 
&repairs. Passion fuels everything 
we create. READ OUR REVIEWS! 


www.uniquelyyourscustomjewelry.com 
612-746-0508 


OFFICIANTS 


Rev. Gennifer Johnson, Blessed 
Harmony Spiritual. Ordained minister, 
wedding and event planning, premarital 
planning, Flower of Life Meditational 
Workshops. (715) 475-8268, www.blessed 
harmonyspiritualservices.com. 


REAL ESTATE 


BUYING? SELLING? RELOCATING? 
Instant Access to Minneapolis & Nation's 
Top Gay Realtors. We Represent You! 
WWW.GAYREALESTATE.COM. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


Is day to day tension & stress making you 
a pain to be around? Let's work together 
to relieve your stress & achieve relaxation 
through massage. Reverent Massage by 
Tony. (612) 326-0518 for rates & availability. 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting in 
bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in South 
Minneapolis (a (612) 306-6323. 
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ΤΗΕ NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


EMPLOYMENT 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


ATTORNEYS 


Gay B. Clapp, Attorney 
Wills, Estates and Trusts 
Integrity and Compassion 


Twin Cities Legal Service, PLLC 
7201 Ohms Lane - Ste. 215, Edina, MN 55415 
www.lindawray.com * 952-232-6465 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 60 Years! 


(HAGENS 2252) 


FREE Estimates * All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls * 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


Collision, Glass and More! 


- 8 locations - Free estimates 
- Locally & family owned 


ELDERS/SENIORS 


Home Care & Care Management 
for Senior GLBT 


Call for your FREE consultation today. 


952.525.0505 


MatrixHomeHealthMN.com 
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FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICES 


THOUGHTFUL 


FINANCIAL PLANNING 


Timothy J. LaPean, CFP®, ADPA® 
(612) 460-7355 


Timothy @thoughtfulfp.com 
Objective adi tead 
ThoughtfulFinancialPlanning.com О пета earl oF 


BALANCE 


Nutrition • Corporate Seminars * Physical Wellness * Coaching 


D 


` И Call Mark at 763-238-8455 
wwwiramendoustransicamalion.com 
www-.tremendoustransformationstsfl.tsflcom TRANSFORMATIONS 


HOME SERVICES 


GUN SHOPS 


*Fully stocked firearms dealer 

«Indoor shooting facilities 

* Training courses 
Robbinsdale, ΜΝ · 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, MN • 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI • 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Central Medical Pain 
& Addiction Clinic 


(651) 644-6002 


Medication Assisted Treatment 
Let us help you with: 

ο Meth Addiction 

* Alcoholism 

* Opiate Dependency 

ο Chronic Pain 

* Hormone Replacement Therapy 


Immigration Vaccine & Prep Vaccine Help! 
Habla Español 


393 North Dunlap Street, LL34, St. Paul, MN 55104 
www.centralmedicalmn.com 


Exceptional Carpet Cleaning апа More 


651-636-0288 www.AavalonServices.com 


(SHELTER 


Not Afraid of 
Unique? 


[neither are wel 


let's talk. 
612.870.4081| shelterarchitecture.com 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 


the very best price. 


Tela 
С 


construction inc. 


It's that easy 


WE SPECIALIZE IN Ἢ 

~ Remodeling 

~ Insulation 

— Home Energy Efficiency 


~ Roofing 

~ Siding 

~ Windows 
C CALL US 


www.snapconstruction.com 612-333-SNAP (7627) 


ΤΗΕ NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES INSURANCE 


An exceptional COMMUNITY 
SO deserves exceptional service. 


ECARE Steve Wolfson 
HOM 612-822-1190 
RESTORATION e RENOVATION 1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis [ 


MAINTENANCE e REPAIR swolfson@farmersagent.com 

CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING • PLASTERING 

BATHROOM • CONCRETE + DECKS • PATIOS or FARMERS 
FREE ESTIMATES INSURANCE 


Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREANDREMODELING.COM 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


ΜΑΤΤΙ TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 

Office: 612-706-8210 


* 


3000 sq ft log home on 7 plus acres. 
Marine on St. Croix MN - a progressive small town. 
$549,900 


CALL OR TEXT JOE AT 612-819-8888 OR 
EMAIL AT josephrichardtoohey © gmail.com 


GLBT News & Lifestyle 
at your fingertips? 


APPsolutely! 


ἵ > 


612-221-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 


Emergency Service Available 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 612.827.9537 an 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured = 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


ЕР ИЕК 


Results 


FASHION: 8 
Enchanting original farmstead with modern W 71, ГА eri Л, O 
updates. 3 BR, Entertainment Barn. а 5 
PAM JOEL 612-817-8084 : 
pamjoel.remax.net 


[Em 


INSURANCE 


& State Farm’ W 


Davina Baldwin 
www.davinabaldwin.com 


Available on the 


App Store 


763.535.4788 

6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 

davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 
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Community Connection 
brings visibility to local 
GLBT-friendly non-profit 
organizations. To reserve 
your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION 
MN ADOPT 


Finding families for Minnesota’s 
Waiting Children, providing pre/ 
post adoption services to all 
Minnesota adoptive families. 
777 Raymond Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115 


www.mnadopt.org 


ADVOCACY 

Arise Project 

Committed to LGBTQ homeless 
youth; providing services and 
safety in times of need. 

AOA S. 8th St., 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 
(612) 340-7500 


www.gtcuw.org/arise 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the 
health and wellness of LGBTQ 
communities through research, 
education and advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


MN AIDS Project - AIDS Line 
Statewide referral service for HIV 
information & resources including 
testing, care services, education 
around PrEP. 

2700 Territorial Rd. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

Metro: (612) 373-AIDS, 
Statewide: (800) 248-AIDS 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
http://www.mnaidsproject.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Park House 

Day health / mental health 
treatment program for adults 
living with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th St., Ste. 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
page/park house home 


U of MN HIV Research 
Studies 

Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in 
research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 
(612) 625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 
commerce working to invigorate, 
build & partner for a diverse 
business community. 

18 N. 12th St., Ste. 3606 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 

Crosswinds Arts and Science 
School 

A Perpich Center for Arts 
Education middle school focused 
on diversity, inclusion, and student 
success. 

600 Weir Dr. 

Woodbury, MN 

(651) 379-2600 


crosswindsmn.org 


Minneapolis College of Art 
& Design (MCAD) Continuing 
Education 

MCAD Continuing Education 


offers art and design classes year- 


round for kids, teens, and adults. 
2501 Stevens Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-3765 


www.mcad.edu/ce 


EVENT VENUES 


Gale Mansion 

A beautiful historic mansion 
located just south of downtown 
Minneapolis for private or 
corporate entertaining. 

2115 Stevens Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 
(612) 870-1662 


www.galemansion.com 
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Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old 
World Charm as the perfect 
backdrop for your wedding day. 
301 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gdi-mn.org 


Minneapolis City Hall & 
Hennepin County Courthouse 
Step back in time and enjoy a 
historically beautiful wedding at 
the Minneapolis City Hall. 

350 S. Sth St. 

Minneapolis, MN55415 

(612) 596.9518 

www. 
municipalbuildingcommission.org/ 
Events.html 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health services to meet your 
needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental 
Illness) 

Providing free classes and peer 
support groups for people 
affected by mental illnesses. 
800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 


www.namihelps.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 
1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 
www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your vacation 
plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


MUSIC 
Radio K 770 


Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
CANTUS 


“The premier men’s vocal 
ensemble in the United States.” - 
Fanfare Magazine 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 435-0055 


www.cantussings.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and 
New Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live 
entertainment: Broadway shows, 
music concerts, 

comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 
1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 
in an intimate setting in the 
Llynlake neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 822-7063 


JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 
Enriching, inspiring and serving 
our community as a symphony 
orchestra internationally 
recognized for artistic excellence. 
1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating 
innovation in the arts, 
performance, and academics. 
84 Church St. SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


The Minnesota Opera 
World-class opera draws you 
into a synthesis of beauty; 
breathtaking music, stunning 
costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
620 N. Ist St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 333-6669 


mnopera.org 


Park Square Theatre 
Theatre for your heart, mind and 
soul 

on two stages, next to dining and 
jazz. 

Historic Hamm Building 

20 W. 7th Pl. / 408 St. Peter St. 
St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's 
Chorus 

An award-winning chorus that 
builds community through music 
and offers entertainment worth 
coming out forl 

528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 
www.tcgmc.org 


VocalEssence 

Now in our 47th year, 
VocalEssence is a leading arts 
organization based in Minnesota. 
1900 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 547-1451 


www.vocalessence.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


OutFront Minnesota 
Delivering programs/services in 
the area of public policy, anti- 
violence, education, training and 
law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest 
national Pride celebration seeks 
sponsors, volunteers, board 
members. Contact us today. 
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 
402-7 

Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


REAL ESTATE 


Parade of Homes 

Presented by Builder Association 
of the Twin Cities 

Where dream homes come true. 
www.paradeofhomes.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


All God's Children 
Metropolitan Community 
Church 

A radically inclusive community 
committed to being All God's 
Children FOR all God's children! 
3100 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agcmcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 
(ELCA) 

Exploring the promise of God 
for all. 

333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, 
peace, community and 
proclaiming God's YES to all. 
4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


First Unitarian Society of 
Minneapolis 

A tradition of forward-thinking 
humanism at home in the here and 
now. 

900 Mt. Curve 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 377-6608 


www.fi rstunitarian.org 


First Christian Church 
Come explore, be curious, and 


ask questions... a place where ALL 


are truly welcome. 

610 W. 28th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 
(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


Pilgrim Lutheran Church 
Inclusive Christian Worshipping 
community that seeks, nurtures 
and empowers hungry minds and 
souls. 

1935 St. Clair Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

(651) 699-6886 


www.pilgrimstpaul.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Cathedral 

inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. 
Wherever you are on your faith 


journey, St Mark’s welcomes you. 


519 Oak Grove St. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A thoughtful, gracious faith 
community welcoming all people. 
797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

(651) 227-6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 


Churches 


Congregations around Minnesota 


that intentionally welcome alll 
people regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender identity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 


www.tcgsl.org 


STATE FAIRS 

Minnesota State Fair 

The “Great Minnesota Get- 
Together” provides a world-class 
showcase that is innovative, 
entertaining and fun. 

1265 Snelling Ave. N. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 288-4400 


www.mnstatefair.org 


TRAVEL 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. 
Hotels and B&Bs. Attractions and 
events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 
Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 
4-DULUTH 

www.visitduluth.com 
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OUR VOICES 


AT LARGE | BY JOHN MARK 


Personal 


Style 


I recently dyed my hair blue, pierced my 
ears, and thrifted for a bunch of new clothes. 
For some, this is considered a standard Fri- 
day, but for me it was an emotional occasion. 
My hair has never been dyed, I’ve never 
been pierced before, and to be quite honest, 
Im not really that into shopping. This re- 
cent transformation has startled my family 
and friends, who believe I'm going through 
some sort of personal crisis. Maybe they're 
not totally wrong. 

I'm finally starting to feel that my out- 
side is a reflection of my inside, and while 
I've never shied away from loud styles, my 
obsessions with pastels and punk rock is fi- 
nally coming to the surface. Personal style 
is a constant evolution, and, while societal 
norms will play their part, I like to think that 
my own personal style is an abundant reflec- 
tion of who Iam as a person. (Also a constant 
evolution.) I get a lot of questions about my 
ideologies when it comes to the way I dress. 
At the expense of sounding self-indulgent, here are some monikers of 
my personal style and what they mean to me: 
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TALL/OVERSIZED SHIRTS 

I like a long shirt. Long dress-like shirts are a wonderful rebuttal 
to gender's politics, giving a flowy and more feminine silhouette. On a 
completely honest level, I’ve always been self conscious of my string 
bean thighs. 


BOMBER JACKETS 

There’s something timeless about a bomber coat. I also love a bomb- 
er coat's versatility. It can be worn with a button-up and tie or a tee. My 
bomber coats tend to be lighter weight and crazy prints are a bonus. My 
favorite bomber jacket that I own is covered in a floral print you might 
find on your grandmother's couch, a sweet irony to the bomber jacket's 
origins as a military flight jacket in the mid-1920s. 


PASTELS 

Soft pinks, purples, and blues are my col- 
ors of choice when it comes to my wardrobe. 
It's nice to wear something soft to dichoto- 
mize my abrasive personality. In all honesty, 
my mom told me pastels really complement 
my skin tone and it kind of stuck. 


NAVY CHINOS 

Dress them up, dress them down. My 
chinos are a versatile staple to my wardrobe. 
Finding the right fit is important and it took 
me a bit, but now my chinos are a huge part 
of the weekly rotation. 


NAIL POLISH 

Another fun f*** you to gender norms, 
similarly to my wardrobe, I often wear pas- 
tel pink, purple, or blue nail polish. Having 
taken a step back from wearing jewelry this 
year, my pastel nails are a fun way to acces- 
sorize. I always do my nails myself; never 
been to a nail salon. It's important to me that they look a little sloppy. I 
am a man, after all. 


KIDS' BACKPACKS 

My laptop, a part of sweatpants, and a bottle of mouthwash travel 
with me everywhere. Why not keep the Kawaii fantasy going with a 
backpack that looks like a turtle shell? 


MY BROTHER'S SNEAKERS 

My little brother is one of those people who likes to keep his shoes 
"crispy." You know the type: the guys who take a toothbrush to their 
sneakers and will alter their lifestyle to make sure the new kicks stay 
so fresh and so clean. Meanwhile, I sit idly by waiting for these shoes to 
expire, swooping in to take them for my own when he deems them too 
dirty to wear out. With an abundance of free Adidas, Nike, and Jordan, 
needless to say, beat up shoes have become my thing. B 
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The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 
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JOIN ATHLETES AND OTHER SPORTS FANS IN THE 

š COMMUNITY WHILE YOU ENJOY COMPLIMENTARY 

КА ауу APPETIZERS, DRINK SPECIALS AND A CHANCE TO 
= WIN GREAT PRIZES! 


FOUNDING HOST PARTNER ORGANIZATION 
HRC Twin Cities PROUDLY SPONSORED BY 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS 
OutFront Minnesota, Twin Cities Quorum, MN AIDS Project, Twin Cities Pride, 
The Aliveness Project, Prime Timers MSP, Minneapolis Movie Bears, Freedom Jazz, 
North Country Bears, MN Freedom Band, TCGMC 
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